THE  REBUILDING   OF   LONDON

the general scramble round the Exchequer. All the items relat-
ing to the rebuilding were urgent, and most were important.
In fact, when it is remembered that the court of Aldermen met
at least twice a week during most of the year, that Common
Council meetings had also to be attended, and that for
one month Hooker was a commissioner of the Court of
Requests, it is hard to see how, even with the help of the
quorum system, he could have been able to preserve time for
his own affairs.1

1 In fairness it should be added that Hooker took a very full though not a unique
share in the work. He had, for instance, 18 committees in common with his brother
Alderman, Samuel Starling, and each had 12 in which the other had no share.
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